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“The Roles and Contribution of UNCT in Supporting the Implementation of Thailand’s
National Agenda on Aged Society”
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Population ageing—the increasing share of older persons in the population—is now one of
the most significant social transformations of the twenty-first century.
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The actual pace of aging is more rapid in Asia region than elsewhere, and particularly in
Thailand. Inthe United States, it took nearly 70 years to double the percentage of people
over 60. Itis taking Thailand 22 years to do the same.

CE { o ' % { o o ' o
ﬁﬂTl«!ﬂ15ﬂ‘lﬂ\‘1ﬂa13ﬁﬂ’ﬂﬂlﬁﬂ]WuﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂTﬂﬁ?u “?Qi’)ll‘lﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁi%}ﬁxﬂu NineIde MIANUIANIUEY FUNIMN LLa%ﬂWiﬁ}Mﬂii’NﬂNﬁﬂﬂM

This has implications for nearly all sectors of society, including employment, housing,
transportation, health and social protection.
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What are the UN agencies, the UN Country Team in Thailand, are doing to support the Royal
Thai Government in taking proactive, positive, and integrated approaches to an aged
society?
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This rapid pace of aging is something new. UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is
working with the National Economic and Social Development Council and Chulalongkorn
University to develop innovative policies at the Futures Lab for Sustainable Ageing Initiative.
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Older persons should be able to live healthy lives. WHO, the World Health Organization,
supports the Ministry of Public Heath in strengthening the health system to address
elderly’s health needs. WHO will also share Thailand’s successful experience in promoting
healthy ageing and well-being of older adults to other countries.
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Pensions systems need to provide adequate benefits but also to be financially sustainable.
ILO, the International Labour Organisation, has been a long-term partner of the Social
Security Office, Ministry of Labour and Ministry of Finance, in the design and reform of
Thailand’s old age pension.
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Women, on average, live longer than men. In Thailand, the life expectancy for men is 72

years and for women 79 years. UN Women helps women to have a source of income by
working with local women’s networks, universities and local authorities on small business
opportunities.
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Increase in non-communicable diseases, such as cancer, heart disease and diabetes. This is
no longer a problem for rich countries only, but also middle income countries, such as
Thailand. Such diseases threaten the independence, security and continued productivity of
older persons and place additional burdens on the health systems. So the UN is establishing
with the Royal Thai Government a Task Force on Non-communicable Diseases.
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These are a few examples of what the UN is doing. We look forward to continuing working
in solidarity with you all for the sustainable development of Thai society and to support the
National Agenda on Aged Society.



