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Elderly Innovation Development: Alternative to Reduce Social Inequality for Thai Older Persons

ANANTI9NTE5T RIS Avan!, annsdasanual 1aSeyAs?
¢ & Va3

LAY 999ANERMTI19178L8N dANURA

Professor Rapeepan Kumhom?®, Worraluk Charoensri®,

and Associate Professor Lek Sombat®

Abstract

The purposes of this study are to analyze social innovations for older persons in rural areas,
urban areas and special economic zones and to write policy recommendations in the areas to reduce
inequalities among older persons. The methodology of this study is a qualitative research comprising of
an 8-hour training course called “elderly innovators” a search for innovations for older persons and focus
group and workshop with older persons. The population of the study are the elderly leaders from
tambons (subdistricts) in prototype phase and extension phase who joined the training course, local
administration officers, public health officers and members of elderly clubs. The population size is 200.
This research is conducted in 6 provinces. The prominent innovations for older persons are 1) nursing
gloves 2) plastic grooms 3) mobile gym equipments for the bedridden 4) “Baan Suk Kai Sabai Jai” Physical
Theraphy clinic 5) bamboo cylinder medication equipment 6) organic fertilizer 7) Sufficiency Economy
mushroom farm. As a result, there are 200 elderly innovators, Innovation centers for older persons that
integrate with life quality and elderly career development centers and care centers for the disabled and
older persons. The innovations for older people projects are spread to other areas and the elderly
innovators network is formed. There are policy recommendations to elevate knowledge and skills of
elderly innovators that can solve specific problems in each area and eventually reduce inequalities
among older people. There are now provincial database about innovations for older persons for
knowledge transfer and a maximum benefit of older persons in each area.
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